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Remarks upon Papers and Occurrences. 





From Chursvap Auguf 10. to Chursdayp Auguft 17. 1710. 





A Continuation of the Remarks on Mr. Pett----m’s Letter. 





planation, fays Mr. Pett m, in bis Vifio- 
nary Dialogue with the French Plenipotentiaries : 
And fo fay I, vpon a Second Perufal of that 
Peice ; which the more I confider, the lefs I 
l obferv’d before, that there is not an 
Air of Probability in the Fiction, nor is the Letter 


I Was ftill more fois s and begg'd a farther Ex- 


-adjufted to the Characters of the Pesfons, between 


whom ‘tis fuppos’d to pafs. Mr. Petticum and Mr. 
Buys are only Names made ufe of to convey a Libel 
to the World under their Cover, without any regard 
to Truth or Decency ;-the Correfpondence might as 
well have been fixt becween the two Statues of Pa/- 
quin and Marforio. 1 thall no longer therefore confi- 
der who {peaks, but what is fpoken: I fhall fuppofe 
the Letter writ here at Home, for the Ule, not of a 
Dutch Deputy, but of fuch of our Countrymen as are 
thought capable of being impos’d on, The Method 
is not New, nor is this the firft fawcy Paper that has 
been fent from England to England, by the way of 
Holland and Flanders. 1 know to what Hand com- 
mon Fame afcribes it ; but I will not, I cannot be- 
lieve her, becaufe I think I can make it pretty plain, 
that “cis writ without Art or Wifdom ; and that the 
Writer, whoever he was, could neither be a good 
Enzlifb-man, nora faithful Sudje& to the Queen, nor 
even a true Friend of the prefent Minifters. 1 diftin- 
guith thefeswo /aft Characters, in Compliance with 
the fafhionable way of Speaking, tho’, in my Opini- 
on, they ought never to be divided. 

Whar the Author of the Letter feems to have molt 
at Heart, is, to prevent an —ae Diffolution of 
the Parliament, by difplaying the feveral Inconveni- 
encies, that will attend a new Choice of Members, 
before a Peace is concluded, And is he fure, thatthe 
Treavy now interrepted, will, on both fides, be re- 
new'd fofoon, and profecured fo effectually, as to be 
brought to a Conclufion before the end of the next 
Seffion of Parliamenr? For if nor, allthe Inconve. 
niencies he mentions, will then return upon us ; and 
the fame Arguments he urges againft diffolving the 
Parliament mom, may then, with equal or greater 
Force, be made ufe of, for continuing it beyond the 
Legal Term: And I cannot bring my felf to likea 
way of reafoning, which if admitted, may, in due 
time, be imploy’d to petfuade us into a neceffity of 
repealing the Triennial Act. 

This Parliament can |2f but one Winter more, as 
the Law ftands; and if the Wr, in the prefent way 
of husbanding ir, be likely to out-live this Par/ia- 
ment, what wife Reafon can be given, why an end 
may not be put to the Parliament ths Summer, as 
well as the next? Can any thing be more likely ro 


intimidate France, and diffipate the vain Hopes they 
have conceiv'd from our Divifions, than the Unani- 
mity and Vigour of a New Britifb Parliament, which 
meets with firm Relolutions of pufhing the War to the 
utmoft ; and has three Years before it to accomplith . 
that Great Work ? If the Formalities neceffary to 
fuch a New Affembly, e’er ic can do any Bufinefs, 
will take up fome Time, will not the Quarrels and 
Refentments of an O/d one take up more ? Can the 
Houfe of Commons poilibly meet again, without. at- 
tempting to right themlelves upon thofe without 
Doors, who have ufed then fo freely ? And can thae 
be attempted, without hazarding a Convulfion in the 
State? Will the calling of the Addreffors (i. e. two 
thirds of the Nation) to account, be a lefs Inter- 
ruption to publick Bufinefs, than the {wearing of 
the Members, and appointing of Commjriees ? Will 
the little Hears that happen at EleGions, be of worle 
Confequence, than an open Struggle between the 
People and their Reprefentatives in Parliament? 

Which of thefe Opportunities do we think will be 
moft favourable to the Defigns of France, and moft 
likely to put the Pretender upon venturing his For- 
tune in a Second Expedition? The Mock Mr. Petti- 
cum may aggravate as much as he pleafes the Incon- 
venience of the Delays, which muft needs attend a 
new Choice, in Order to frighten his Dutch Corre- 
{pondent ; bur there's no Wife and Honeft Man in 
Great Britain, who does not fee the great Ule of 
thefe Delays towards allaying our Heats, and giving 
the prefent Ferment time to fubfide. The true 
Friends of their Country eafily perceive how neceffa- 
ry ‘cis at this Juncture, that a New Set of Men fhou’d 
meet ; who having made no Jil Steps, have no occa- 
fion to juftify them by worfe; noneed of fecuring 
their private Interefts, or purfuing their private Re- 
venge, at the Expence of the Publick Peace and Safe- 
ty. If fuch a y of Men enter upon Bufinels 
fomewhar later than the O/d Set might do, yer they 
will difpatch it much fooner, and more cffeétually- 
Their Eye will only be upon their Enemies Aircad, 
but they will have no Domefficy Oppofition to ftrug- 
gle with. Their Vores and Refolutions will theg car- 
ry Terror in them: France wiil foon lay afide her Ar- 
tifices and Amufements, and in good earneft {ue for 
Peace, when the bas no longer any Profpect of divi- 
ding us by continuing the War. 

But if the Parliament be diffolv’d, the Great Men 
[the prefent Minifters] who are fo acceprable to all the 
People, will be oblig'd to quit their Imployments. Whoe 
ever thele Great Men are, I hope their Obligations ro 
suit are not owing to their Fears: for if they are, I 
have fuch a regard for the Judgment of theie Great 
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Men, as to believe, that thofe Fears are well groun- 

ded; andthen Iam ar a lofs to conceive, ow the 
other Part of their Character can ftand, which repre- 
fents them as acceptable to all the People. A Minittry 
acceptable to all the People can apprend no Danger 
from a New Parliament, that is co be chofen by the 
Pecple; Sucha Change will only contribute to ad- 
vance their Character, and confirm their Authority : 
Their Royal Miftrefs, who bas certainly the Hearts 
of all Her People, never was fenfible of any Change 
in their Affle@tions, by changing Her Parliaments ; 
and if Her Minijters are, in their Stations, as accep- 
table to the People, they bave no more Reafon to be 
afraid of a New Parliament, than She has. In the 
mean time, I doubt very much, whether this Writer 
really believes thefe Great Men to be as much in the 
good Graces of the People, ashe pretends them ro be ; 
fince at the fame time he complains, That fo incon/:- 
derable a Man as Dr. Sacheverell (whom I dare fay he 
does not take for rhefe Great Mens Friend) thou'd be 
able to draw the People after him, and prepare em 
for choofing a New Parliament, of 4 quite different Com- 
plexion from the Prefent. Political Logic is what I 
am not much skill’d in ; and yet, methinks, this Con- 
fequence is pretty evident, That if an inconfiderable 
Man can have Influence enough upon the People, to 
make ‘em oppofe the Miniftry, then the Inrereit of 
that Miniftry with the People, cannot be very con/i- 
derabje. 

What a wife Accounr does he give us here, How 
thefe Great Men may be made to quit their Pofts, dy 
picking out of the Offices of chief Confequence, all that 
are known to be in the true Intereft of their Country, 
and to be the beft Friends and moft faithful to the Chief 
Minifters 2 And this, he fays, may foon be done. May 
it fo! then methinks thefe Chief Minifters have not 


* manag’d Things fo well as they thoud have done, 


with regard either to their own Intereft, or that of 
their own Country ; if the Friends of Both, which 
they have been for feven or eight Years putting into 
Offices, can be eafily and readily pick’d out of ‘em. 
Had I been retain’d on the fide of thefe Minifters, I 
fhou’d have chofen rather to reprefent their Depen- 
dents and Conisines as very numerous, and their In- 
rereft as highly formidable; but ‘cis anew Method 
of preventing the Dilgrace of Great Men, to let the 
World know, at how cheapa rate we may part with 
‘em. 
We know in whole Breaft itlies, Whether the/e Mi- 
wiflers thall keep their Places, or th% Parliament conti- 
nue to fit; and might therefore have expected, that in 
a Paper of this nature, That Perfon fhou’d have been 
treated with all Tendernefs, and apply‘d ro with all 
the Art and Addrefs imaginable: Inftead of it, we 
find harfh things every where faid, and ftill harfher 
infiauated, and the Royal Name mention’d with fo 
little Ceremony and Refpect, that the Writer wou'd 
(I believe) {carce have uled lefs, had he been {peaking 
of the Pretender. _Friendfhip and Fidelity to the 
Chief Minifters is often infifted on : but Daty to the 
Crown utterly forgotten. The Honour, Integrity, and 
great Ability of thele Minifters is loudly trumpeted ; 
whilft She, whole Mimwifters they are, and whofe 
Subje&ls they ought to be, is reprefented in the moft 
difbonourable manner, as dealing in little Shifts and 
Evafions, and fo wording her Promifés, that She may, 
upon Occafion, be at liberry to act contrary to them. 

be moft indecent Steps that ever were taken towards 
the Crown of England, by any of its Adies, are ju- 
ftify'd with Freedom, and efpous’d with fuch a 
Warmth, as would lead one ro fufpect, that the Ad- 
votate himfelf, were he a Man in great Place, had 
fome fhare in advifing them. And can a Wrirer have 
any true Wifdom, whoneglects the main Point, upon 
which his whole Scheme depends ? Can a Paper 
have any real Art in it, which is fo awkardly con- 
triv'd, aso defeat the very End for which it was 
written ? 


* 


* 
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. But the chief Inftance of his Difcretion is in thar 
Paffage of the Letter, where he affures us ({ hope not 
upon good Grounds) that the Man:fifio mow pre-’ 
paring in France, will /ay the whole Blame of breaking 
off the Peace, upon the Englith Plenipotentiaries, and 
the Deputies of the Scares and be rajs his Fears, 
left the People of England fhould believe ti-e French 
rather than their own (1 thould have chofen to have 
faid the Queen’s) Minifters, . A fantaftical and need- 
lefs Fear, if the Affurances he has given us may be 
depended on, Thar thefe Miriliers are acesprable to 
all the People; for nozhing can make fuch a Sufpi- 
cion as this take place, bot their being to the urmott 
Degree unacceptable. The bitrerelt Enemy of the 
Minifters, cou'd not have afpers'd them worfe,. than 
by {uppofing, that their Sincerity, in relating the 
S eps and Progrefs of the Treaty Abroad, wou'd be 
quettion’d by their own Countrymen at Home ; and 
that even the Accounts which France fhou'd give of 
thac Matter, woud be fooner credited than theirs ! 
The People of England have a natutal Averfion to 
the French, and dereft them for nothing more than 
their known Frauds and Artifices, with which they 
are us'd tocarry on fuch Treaties. If therefore, nct- 
withftanding thefe Prejudices, the People of England 
are difpos’d to think, that the French Account of the 
Jate Treaty will be rhe crueft, What Opinion muft 
they have entertain'd of the Veracity and Integrity 
of our own Minifters ? 

The Letter Witer fure was not well upon his 
Guard, when thefe Words dropt from his Pen, which 
may infufe fuch Jealoufies into the Minds of his 
Readers, 2s when once awaken'd, may not eafily be 
laid afleep again. This is not to write like an able 
Politician, but to act like an unexpert Conjurer, who 
raifes a Spirit that he has not Skill enough to lay. 

I think it becomes me to fay nothing more of this 
Subject at prefent; bur when the Manifeffo is out, 
and the Mimifters ave out, we may judge of the whole 
Tranfa‘tion with more Certainty, and fpcak of it 
with more Freedom. 

In the mean time, having Examin’d the Pretences 
of this Perfonated Writer, 1 thall diftnifs him, by ap- 
plying to this terrible Performance of his, what is 
faid of the Player’s Mask in the Fable, 


Perfonam Tragicam forte Vulpes viderat, 
O quanta {pecies, inquit, cerebrum non Labet! Pheedr. 


Which J take the Liberty ro tranflate for the Ule of 


fome of Mr. Pett ——~ m’s Friends, who don’t under- 
ftand the Original. 


The Fox an A&or’s Vizard found, 

And peer'd, and felt, and turn’d it round; 
Then threw it, in Contempt, away} ' 
And thus old Phzedrus beard him fay: 
What noble Parr canft thou fuftain, 
Thou fpecious Head, without a Brain ? 
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